
 

 

Hertfordshire Carpet Bowls Association  
 

Annual general meeting  
 

Thursday 22nd May 2014 7.30pm  
 

held at Essendon Village Hall  
 
Apologies for Absence  
 
Woolmer Green, George & Vera Hoare 
 
Representatives were present from  
 
Stanstead Abbotts, Symonds Green, Hertford Heath, Braughing, Great Amwell, 
Shenley, Little Hadham, Parsonage 
 
Not Represented  
 
Bedmond 
 
The meeting was opened by the chairman Mike Bennett (MB) 
 
Minutes of 2013 AGM  
 
The minutes form the 2013 AGM were read and agreed as being a true record. 
 
Proposed by Little Hadham 
Seconded by Symonds Green 
 
Chairman’s Report  
 
Peter Cook is now updating the website, MB stated he hopes that one person 
from each club will have access to the website. He said the rota for helping in 
the kitchen had been a good idea. No county equipment is now loaned without 
prior notice. MB informed everyone he is standing down as chairman 
 
Secretary’s Report  
 
Mary Cobbold (MC) stated that the year had been another busy year for the 
county. A quiz night had been organised in March which raised £400, this had 
been well attended, the next one is scheduled for 11th October 2014 at 
Stanstead Abbotts Parish Hall. MC also said kitchen rota system had been a 
good idea and thanked all who helped out in particular MB and Andy Cobbold. 
Syliva Page has now moved back to Somersham to live with her son and his 
family, therefore MC is also standing down. MC wished the new secretary a 
good year. 
 
 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
 
Rob Washbrook (RW) informed us that the county had lost money for the first 
time in six years, any money raised (quizez, memorial 4’s) subsidises the 
county team to play away at tournaments. Money had been given instead of 
some trophies, entry fees were up this year but they do not always cover the 
hall hire which is £265 each Sunday. A proposal was put forward by Symonds 
Green (seconded by Little Hadham) to make all entrants pay for a competition 
whether they turned up or not. (Motion carried). 
 
A group of people from Brighton who help with the Special Olympics team are 
currently trying to start up a mainstream carpet bowls club. Rebecca Hearn 
asked if they could come under our equipment insurance. A vote was taken, 
motion was carried 3 votes for 2 against. 
 
League Secretary’s Report  
 
Roy Grethe (RG) stated that the leagues for 2013/2014 were completd by 
7/4/14, results were sent to all clubs. 
 
Winners : Stanstead Abbotts (1st Division) 
Runners Up : Essendon (1st Division) 
 
Winners : Bedmond (2nd Division) 
Runners UP : Great Amwell (2nd Division) 
 
Parsonage & Braughing will now play in the 2nd division and Bedmond & Great 
Amwell in the 1st division. RG said he had learned of the possibly Parsonage 
will not be playing next year so there will only be nine clubs, he stated he is not 
in favour of only having the one league as this would mean all clubs play eight 
home matches and eight away matches. RG also stated he is not personally in 
favour of clubs being able to play with only eight bowlers as it leaves the game 
open to misuse by clubs only playing their best eight players, also the home 
club would have over catered and should have been notified in advance of only 
8 bowlers.  
 
Competition Secretary’s Report  
 
Maureen Ashman (MA) was pleased with the participants who entered the 
competitions. All information is now being put on the website, but (MA) does not 
have a list for next year yet. Entry forms for the memorial 4’s in September are 
now ready. Members entering competitions must be sent in by their clubs  
 
County Captain’s Report  
 
Mick Cook provided the report. The season started with the six counties event 
at Littleport Leisure Centre on Sunday 29th September. Hertfordshire finished in 
5th place on 51 points; the event was won by Suffolk. 
 
Next up was the National Championships at Potters held over the weekend of 



 

 

8th-11th November. With just 4 sessions left in the competition we sat in an 
incredible 4th place! However, just 1 point from the last 12 games saw us drop 
down the table and finish 6th. Suffolk won the event. 
 
The first ECCBA league game was against Essex on 24th November 2013. A 
fantastic performance as we won away to Essex for the very first time, final 
score being 21-15. 
 
Bedfordshire at home were up next on 8th December 2013. We were unable to 
repeat our level of performance and struggled to an 18-18 draw. 
 
Away to Norfolk next on 19th January 2014. Another fantastic away 
performance as we come out on top 24-12. This result left us in 2nd place in the 
league after 3 fixtures. 
 
Our next fixture was away at Cambridgeshire on Sunday 16th February 2014. 
We were unable to repeat our earlier season win at Essex & Norfolk as we went 
down to a heavy 28-8 defeat. 
 
The final league fixture was against Suffolk. Having lead throughout most of the 
day we pushed Suffolk all the way but come out with a narrow 21-15 defeat.  
 
We ended up in 4th place with a record 86 points (76 being our previous best). 
Suffolk were the winners of the league. 
 
Our next fixture was the 6 counties event at Braintree leisure centre. A 
disappointing 5th place finish as the event was won by Cambridgeshire. 
 
I’d like to thank everybody that as assisted Rebecca, Martin & Myself this 
season. I’d also like to thank and congratulate all off you who have played for 
the county this year in helping us achieve our record points finish. A special 
mention to Gill Baraclough & Rob Washbrook who were the leading point’s 
scorers in league games this year with 18 points. Also special mention to 
Rebecca & Craig Hearn who were the leading point’s scorers in all county 
events this season with 34 points. 
 
The availability forms for county games will be sent out in the next couple of 
months to all members of this year’s squad and any bowlers that have already 
shown an interest in representing the county next year. I will also be giving out 
extra forms for you to distribute to your club members. Please encourage them 
to put themselves forward to represent the county; we are always looking to 
introduce new bowlers to strengthen our squad.  
 
Finally, for those of you that are not aware all of the results/reports form county 
games can be found on the Hertfordshire Carpet Bowls Website. The web 
address is WWW.HCBA.WEBS.COM For those of you with a computer please 
go to the website and get involved, can you also let your club members know 
about the website that are not here tonight.  
 
 



 

 

English Report  
 
The report was given by Pete Cook (PC). The AGM is to be held on Saturday 7th 
June 2014, after the first days play at the Champion of Champions event in 
Wolsingham, Durham. Dirk the current secretary is standing down; therefore a 
new secretary is required. It was agreed at the recent meeting the constitution 
will be amended to allow the secretaries role to be split as “General Secretary” 
& “Competition Secretary”.  The general secretary role will be the vacant 
position 
 
Development of Carpet Bowls: ECBA have recently carried out a couple of 
demonstrations within Cumbria. The National Championships at Potters will be 
held the weekend of 13th-16th November 2015. There will be an increase of £5 
on this years prices Festival of Bowls: Just been held at Potters, there were 56 
fours competing, 104 pairs and 148 singles. Special mention to Paul Harris who 
was runner up in the final of the singles, losing on an extra end. A great 
achievement  
 
ECBA Champion of Champions. It was agreed that the 2015 event will also be 
held at Wolsingham, Durham. Alternative venues will be considered for future 
years. ECBA triples to be held on 14th September at Braintree Leisure Centre – 
the entry form can be downloaded on the ECBA & ECCBA websites. ECBA are 
submitting an entry to Sport England to get Carpet Bowls recognised as a sport 
so that carpet bowls clubs would be eligible to apply to Sport England for 
Grants. Following the work Craig & Rebecca have done with the South East 
Special Olympics team, the ECBA have been approached by Special Olympics 
Essex. ECBA are going to discuss with Craig & Rebecca about the possibility of 
making a national policy toward the Special Olympics. 
 
Eastern Counties Report  
 
The report was given by Pete Cook (PC). The AGM is to be held on Thursday 
19th June – Any county wishing to put forward any proposals need to be done 
by 29th May. The ECCBA will be looking for a new chairman as current 
chairman Mike Walker (Beds) is standing down 
 
Dress code: ECCBA are becoming stricter on their dress code.  Dress code 
should be trouser (or skirt for ladies), county colours (polo or shirt). No cropped 
trousers allowed. 
 
Essex Carpet Bowls are running a weekend at Potters on January 30th – 2nd 
February 2015. Details of which can be found on the HCBA website 
Referees , this was raised at the last meeting by Essex (lack of trained 
referees). Until such time as further training is carried out then the previously 
qualified referees still stand. Minutes of ECCBA meetings can be found on the 
HCBA website 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Election of Officers  
 
Chairman:    Pete Cook (Stanstead Abbotts) 
 
Secretary:    Pete Cook - Temporary (Stanstead Abbotts) 
 
Treasurer :    Rob Washbrook (Essendon) 
 
League Secretary:   Roy Grethe (Braughing) 
 
Competition Secretary:  Maureen Ashman (Shenley) 
 
County Selection Committee: Mick Cook (Stanstead Abbotts) 

Rebecca Hearn (Symonds Green) 
Martin Jenness (Symonds Green) 

    
 
English Representative:  Will be agreed between committee 
 
Eastern Representative:  Pete Cook (Stanstead Abbotts) 
 
Committee Members:  Alan Bull (Great Amwell) 
     Mary Cobbold (Stanstead Abbotts) 
     Gill Baraclough (Parsonage) 
 
Proposals  
 
A proposal had been received by the committee to amend the current league 
rules which would enable clubs to play any number of bowlers between 8-12 in 
league games. Any bowler playing twice would not be permitted to play on the 
same carpet twice. They would also not allowed to bowl as skip twice. After 
lengthy discussions a vote was taken and the motion was carried. 
 
Any Other Business  
 
Alan Bull asked about Health & Safety in the kitchen at competitions when 
people were helping. This was noted and it was agreed that anybody helping in 
the kitchen would need to remain vigilant. RG would like to know sooner rather 
then later if the larger clubs would be entering two teams next season. It was 
stated that three sets of measuring equipment needs to be purchased for the 
drill hall (3 measures, 3 calipers and 3 sets of wedges). 
 
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.20pm 


